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was ND for benzene and toluene. Finally, soil samples collected in 1997 at 5 feet and 10 feet 

below the 1995 water sample contained no detectable concentrations of petroleum constituents. 

In support of its refusal to close petitioners’ case, the RWQCB stated that (1) the 

water sample collected in 1995 showed concentrations of TPH near the solubility limit of 
. 

gasoline, indicating that free product may be present; (2) the extent of groundwater degradation 
\ 

has not been determined; and (3) the detection limit used for benzene on the collected water 

sample exceeds the water quality objective of 1 ppb by a factor of 50. 
.- 

Contrary to the RWQCB’s assertions, the data support the conclusion that the free 

liquid “water sample” taken in 1995 was not representative of actual groundwater conditions, and 

the groundwater beneath petitioners’ site has not been impacted. Because the groundwater has 

not been impacted, the RWQCB’s concerns about the extent of groundwater degradation and the 

detection limit for benzene are moot. 

The RWQCB is correct that a dissolved concentration of 110 ppm TPH in 

groundwater would indicate the presence of free product based upon the solubility of gasoline in 

water. However, the fact that the borehole drilled in 1997 did not reach groundwater, in 

combination with the results of the soil samples taken at the site, indicates that groundwater was 

not present in 1995 at 20 feet bgs. The absence of TPH or significant concentrations of aromatic 

compounds also contradicts the RWQCB’s claim that free product may be present. 

The data also support the conclusion that residual petroleum constituents are 

highly degraded. The RWQCB’s assertions are inconsistent with a release or spill of gasoline 

that probably occurred and’ceased 22 years ago. Additionally, in a sample of sediment-laden 

water taken immediately after drilling from an open soil boring, it is not possible to determine 

true dissolved concentrations of TPH in water due to adsorbed petroleum hydrocarbons on 
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sediment. At best such a sample indicates that TPH is present. In such a situation, soil samples i’ 

0 provide a more accurate indication of the amount and nature of residual petroleum constituents, 

and the soil samples taken conclusively indicate a highly aged and weathered release. 

. 

III. ‘SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

1. Corrective action should be taken if necessary to protect human health, safety, 

and the environment, or to restore or protect current or probable future beneficial uses of water. 
.- 

2. A soil and water investigation should be conducted if (1) there is evidence that 

surface or groundwater has been or may be affected by an unauthorized release, (2) free product 

is found at the site where the release occurred or in the surrounding area, (3) there is evidence 

that contaminated soils are or may be in contact with surface or groundwater, or (4) an increased 

risk of fire or explosion exists. 

3. Residual petroleum constituents have significantly degraded at the petitioners’ 

site, are not in contact with any surface or groundwater, and do not pose a threat to human health, 

safety, or the environment, or to current or probable future beneficial uses of water. 

4. No free product is present at the site. 

5. Therefore, an additional soil and water investigation is not necessary. 

IV. ORDER 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that petitioners’ case be closed, and no further : 

action related to the release be required. The UST Cleanup Fund Manager is directed to issue.?. _: ,,., 

//I 
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petitioners a uniform clos;e letter pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 25299.37, 

subdivision (h). 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board. does hereby cenifi that 
the foregoing is a full. true. and cofiect copy of an order duly and regularly adopted at a meeting 
of the State Water Resources Control Board held on May 27. 1998. 

AYE: 

NO:. 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

\ 

John Caffrey 
James M. Stubchaer 
Mary Jane Forster 
Marc Del Piero 
John W. Brown 

None 

None 

None 
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